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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 


E D M U NM D, 


LORD BISHOP os CARLISLE, 


THIS 
IS INSCRIBED, 
WITH SENTIMENTS OF GREAT RESPECT AND GRATITUDE, 
BY HJS LORDSHIP'S MOST. DUTIFUL, 


AND MOST OBLIGED SERVANT AND CHAPLAIN, 


W. PALEY. 
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Even AS gun BELOVED. BROTHER Pau. also, 
ACCORDING TO THE WISDOM GIVEN UNTO 


"21 HIN, HATH WRITTEN, UNTO vou; As ALSO 


IN ALL. HIS BPISTLES SPEAKING IN THEM 
., OF THOSE THINGS 3 IN WHICH. ARE SOME 
_ THINGS HARD TO BE UNDERITOOD, WHICH 
THEY THAT ARE UNLEARNED, AND UNSTA+ 
BLE, WREST, As THEY DO ALSO THE OTHER | 
| - SCRIPTURES, WN! THEIR . OMe 
6 be ah fl | | 49's 

LT, moſt got) . Affembled "RTF FU are 
* many real difficulties in the Chriſtian 

ſeriptures ; whilſt at the fame time more, l 


to certain maxims of interpretation, Which 
have dbtained authority without reaſon, and 
are received without enquity. One of theſe, 
BT a apprehend, is the expeting to find in 


the 


i 


belicys;! and greater, may - juſtly; be imputed 


0 8 7 


the preſent circumſtances of chriſtianity, a 
meaning for, or ſomething anſwering to, 
every appellation and expreſſion which occurs 


in ſcripture ; or in other words, the apply- 
ing to the perſonal condition of Chriſtians at 


this day, thoſe titles, phraſes, . propoſitions | 


and arguments, which belong ſolely to the 
A at its firſt HEE: 
0 1 am aware of an objection which welche 
much with many ſerious tempers, namely, 


that to ſuppoſe any part of ſcripture to be in- 
applicable to us, is to ſuppoſe a part of ſerip- 
ture to be uſeleſs; which ſeems to detract 


from the perfection we attribute to theſe ora- 


eles of our ſalvation. To this I can only an- 
ſwer, that it would have been one of the 


ſtrangeſt things in the world, if the writings 


of the new teſtament had not, like all other 
books, been compoſed for the apprehenſion, 
and conſequently adapted to the circumſtan- 
_ | ces, of the perſons they were addrefled to; 
and that it would have been equally ſtrange, 

if the great, and in many reſpects the inevit- 
hs en. which have t taken e in 


7 \ * 34 bg : 
D. ; * F i ; 4 2 14 1 a os 1 


211: el * {thoſe 


( A% V 
9 | 


thoſe circumſtances, did not vary the appli- 
cation of ſeripture language. lr A. * 


11 deſi gn in the following 13 to pro: 
poſe = examples of this variation, from 
which you will judge, as I. proceed, of the 


truth and } importance of our general We 
tion. 
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1. At the time the Kiptures wers t, 
none were baptized but converts, and none 
were converted but from conviction, and 
conviction produced for the moſt part a cor- 
reſponding reformation of life and manners. 
 —Hence Baptiſm was only another name for 
converſion, and converſion was ſuppoſed to 
be fincere—in this ſenſe was our Savior's pro- 
miſe, © he that believeth and is baptized 
ſhall be ſaved,” and in the fame his command 
to St. Paul, * ariſe and be baptized and waſh 
. away thy fins ;” this was that baptiſm ( for 
the remiſſion of fins,” to which St. Peter in- ; 
vited the Jews upon the day of Pentecoſt ; 
that © 4vaſhing of regeneration,” by which 
as St. Paul 5 writes to 15 tus 0 he 1 8 us. 


1 * Mark w. 16. Acts xxii 16. 
Au ii 38. B 4 Titus iti. 6. 
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Now when we come to ſpeak. of the baptiſin 
which obtains in moſt chriſtian churches at 
preſent, where no converſion is ſuppoſed, or 
poöſſible; it is manifeſt; that if theſe expreſ- 
fions be applied at all, they muſt be applied 
RAE extreme qualification and reſerve. 


2. The community of chriſtians were at 


firſt a handful of men connected amongſt 


themſelves by the ſtrifteſt union, and divided 
from the reſt of the world by a real difference 
of principle, and perſuaſion, and what was 
more obſervable, by many outward peculiari- 


ties of worſhip and behaviour. — This ſociety 
| conſidered collectively, and as a body, were ſet 
apart from the reſt of mankind for a more 
gracious diſpenſation, as well as actually diſ- 
tinguiſhed by a ſuperior, purity of life 
and converſation.—lIn this view, and. in op- 


poſition t to the unbelieving world, they were 


denominated in - ſcripture; by titles of great 
ſeeming dignity. and import — they, were 


& 5 elec,” 22 66 called,” „ 980 ſaints“ they were 


. b. in Chriſt they were 4a choſen ge- 
66 neration, a royal prieſthood, a holy: nation, 
"Mu peculiar people.” '—That 1 is, theſe terms 


| 1 . 9 $448 4 2 . | 
Rom. viii. 33. i. 6. 7. vii. * 'P 1 Per. i ii, 9. 
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were employed to diſtinguiſh the profeſſors of 


chriſtianity from the reſt of mankind, in the 
fame manner as the names of Greek and 
Barbarian, Jew. and Gentile, diſtinguiſhed 
the people of Greece and Iſrael from other 


nations. The application of ſuch phraſes to 


5 the whole boch of chriſtians is become no 
obſcure; partly, becauſe it is not eaſy ro 
conceive; of chriſtians as a body at all, by rea- 


fon of the extent of their name and numbers, 
and the little viſible union that ſuhſiſts among 


them; and partly, becauſe the heathen world 
with whom they were compared, and to 
Which compariſon theſe phraſes relates is 


now ceaſed, or is removed from our obſer, 
vation,—Suppoſing therefore theſe expreſſions 
to have a perpetual meaning, and either foro 
getting the original uſe of them, ox finding 


that, at this time, in a great; meaſure. ex» 
hauſted and inſignificant, we reſort to a ſenſe 
and an application of them, eaſier it may be 


to our comprehenſion, but extremly foreign 


from the deſign. of their authors, namely, to 
| diſtinguiſh individuals amongſt us, the pro- 
foſſors of Chriſtianity from one aànòôther— 


8 agrecably to which idea the moſt flattering of 
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; en e t ele,” called,“ * faints,” 

| have by bold and unlearned men been appro- 
Peiated to themſelves aud their own party 

5 with a preſumption and conceit, injurious to 

| the reputation of our religion amongſt, them 

; that: are without, and extremely diſguſting | 


to the ſober part of its profeſſors: whereas, 


that ſuch titles were intended in a ſenſe corn · 
mon to all chriſtian converts is well argued 
from many places in which they occur, in 
Which places you may plainly ſubſtitute the 


terms convert or converted for the ſtrongeſt of 
theſe Phraſes without any alteration of the 
author's meaning, e. g. dare any of -you 
go to Law: before the unjuſt and not before 
the eee 2216 is any man called being cir- 


eumciſed, let him not beceme uncircumeiſed 2” 


2 the church that is at Babylon elected to- 


gether with! you faluteth . you” — ® * ſalute 


Wente ad ee NID in e 


| before me.“ rtl 2 10 801 16 


Neg; Uh appoſition'ts the Jews e ee fs 
h offended: een the Goſpel ; 


ag, Ago Usb © Shbbi fs 
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(499) 
to the Gentiles, St. paul maintains with great 


* oY 


induſtry, that it was God Almighty” inten- 


tion from the 2 to ſubſtitute at a fit ſeaſon 
into the place of the rejected Iſraelites aſociety 
of. men, taken indifferently out of all nations 
under heaven, and admitted to be the people 

of God upon eaſier and more comprehenſive 
terms. this is expreſſed in the Epiſtle, to the 


| Epheſians. as follows '3 47 having made known | 


to us the myſtery of his will; according to 


his good pleaſure which he bath purpaſed in 
| himſe, V, that in the diſpenſation of the fulneſy 


of times, he might gather together in one all 


things i in Chriſt. The ſcheme of collect - 


ing ſuch a ſociety was what God forebnew 
before the. foundation of the . world; Way 


what he did | predeftinate ; was the eternal purpoſe 


which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus : and by 
conſequence this ſociety i in their collective ca · 


pacity were the objects of this forenowledge, 


predeftination, and purpoſe ; that is, in the lan» 


guage of the apoſtles they were they * * whom 
he did forebnow,” they whom he did pre- 


6 © definate they) were 13 Chrift before 
C . 9. 10, alſo fre Beh. ill, i. $2 6. Rom. viii. 29 ; 
ph. 15 4. 


66 the 


ble dec 
| on tlie Father 'Phts döctrine has nothing 


5 wih of ite The rejection of che Jew 
and die adopting abothet commünity Tits 
. their plc,” "compoſed, "wwhillt it Kerri 
5 on, an object of great magnitude in the at- 
| tention of the) inſpired writers who underſtc d 
= and obſerved it.— This event, which engaged 
1 ſo much tlie thoughts of the Apoftle, 4 is now 
only read of, and "hardly that—rhe reality 
and the importance of it are little known or 
. attended to- Loſing ſi ght therefore of the 


(£4 )) 


the wüst of the World l they were 
ördin 8 ts the Nine of 


| it Harn or qbſcute. But what have we 


"= 


7 


proper occaſton of thefe expreſſions, yet wil- : 


ling after our faſhion to adapt them to our- 


ſelves, and finding nothing elſe in our cir- 


: cumſtances that ſuited with them, we have 


ae at r lenzth to apply't them to the final 


# 4, ©, 5 


. d upon this foundation has Been exetied a 


doctrine which lays the ax at once to the root 


1 of? all vel n of a an abſolute appoint- 


— 1 
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of ourſelves or any thing we can u do: and, 4 


what is extraordinary, thoſe, very arguments 
and expreſſions, (Rom. Chap. ix. x. xi.) 


which the Apoſtle employed to vindicate the 


impartial Mercies of God, againſt the narrow 


and excluding claims of Jewiſh: prejudice, 
have been interpreted to eſtabliſh a diſpenſa- 


tion the moſk kt and i that conſe 
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The ve gon of a grown perſon from 


Nate to chriſtianity, which is' the caſe 


of converſion commonly intended' in the 
epiſtles, was a change of which we have now 
no juſt. conception—it Was a new name, a 
new language, a new ſociety ; a new faith, 
a new hope; A new « object of worſhip, a new 
rule of life; a hiſtory was diſcloſed full of 
diſcovery and ſurpriſe; a proſpect of futurity 
was unfolded, beyond imagination awful and 
auguſt 5 the ſame deſcription applies i in 4 


great part though not entirely to the conver- 
ſion of a Jew.—This accompanied as it was 


with the pardon of every former fin, (Ro- 
mans iii. 25.) was ſuch an aera in a' man's 
life, ſo remarkable A period i in his recollec- 


tion 
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tion, much 4 t&ghition” of every thing that 
was moſt important to him, as might well 
admit thoſe ſtrong figures and fignificant al- 


luſions by which it is deſeribed in ſeripture 
it was a regeneration, or a new birth—it 
was to be © born again of God 4nd of the 
Fpirit” == it was to be dead to fin," 


and alive from the dead Lit was to be | 


« 3 buried with Chriſt in baptiſm, and raiſed 
together with him it was a new crea- 
ture” and © a new creation” —it was a 


tranſlation from the: conditions of „ ſlaves 


to that of ſons „from e 
| foreigners ! to be fellow citizens with the ſaints 


and of the houſhold of God.“ Alt! is manifeſt 


that no change equal or ſimilar to the conver 


ſion of a heathen can be experienced by us, 


or by any one educated in a chriſtian country, 


and to whom the facts, precepts and hopes 


w_— chriſtianity, have been from his infancy. 


familiar—yet. we will retain the ſame lan- 


N what has Wa the ee d 
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One ſort of men, öbſerbing nothing in the 
Lives of chriſtians, correſponding to the mag 


nificence, if I may fo ſay, of theſe expreſ- 
ſions, have been tempted to conclude, that 


the expreſſions themſelves had no foundation 


in ttuth and nature, or in any thing but the 
enthuſiaſm of their authors. Others again 


underſtand theſe phraſes to ſignify nothing 


more, than that gradual atmetidment of life 


and converſation, which reaſon and religion 


ſometimes produce in particular chriſtians- 
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of which interpretation it is truly ſaid, that 


it degrades too much the proper force of lan- 
guage, to apply expreſſions of ſuch energy 
and import to an event, ſo ordinary in its o 
trature, and which is common to chriſtianity 
with every other moral inſtitution, Laſtly; 
à third ſort, in order to fatisfy theſe expreſ- 
Lions to their full extent, have imagined to 
themſelves certain perceptible impulſes of tlie 
Holy Ghoſt, by which, in an inftanty" and 
in 4 manner, no doubt ſufficiently extraordis 
wary, they are . regtnerate and bn of the 2 
fit—they become . nbw creuiurei . they are 


mace the © /ons of God,” who were before the 


@ ildren of wrath Ow 0 * from 
C ſin, 


fin" and from FORGED are choſen, b | 
that is, and ſealed, without a poſſibility of 


fall; unto final ſalvation. Whilſt the patrons 


of a more ſober expoſition have been often 
challenged, and ſometimes confounded with 
the queſtion If ſuch expreſſions of ſcripture 
do not mean this, what do they mean? To 


is, to us—nothing to be found, or ſought 
for, in pe ö nee af NI 


Is; 
» 


8 1 9 be 1 1 | 


which the unwary uſe of ſcripture language 


has. been the occaſion of difficulties and miſ⸗ 
takes but 1 forbear—the preſent are ſuffici- 
ent to ſhow, that it behoyes every one, who 


_ undertakes to explain the ſcriptures, before 
he determine to whom, or what an expreſſion 


is now a days, to be applied, to conſider dir 


| ligently whether they admit of any ſuch apf 


plication at all; or whether it is not rather 
to be reſtrained. to. the preciſe circumſtances 
and occaſion for which it, Was originally 
monks | 
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I make no apology for addreſſing this ſub- 
ject to this audience; becauſe whateyer re- 
lates to the interpretation of ſcripture, relates, 
as I conceiye, to us; for, if, by any light 
we may caſt upon theſe ancient books, we can 
enable and invite the people to read the Bible 
for themſelyes, we diſcharge in my judg- 
ment the firſt duty of our function — eyer 
bearing in mind that we are the miniſters 


not of our own fame or fancies, but of the 
 fincere Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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